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February 11, 2003

Dear Friend:
We are writing to invite your organization’s teen members to participate in the first annual Massachusetts Tobacco-Free Kids Youth Advocacy Training.   Teens from across the state will be gathering from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on March 15, 2003 at the Worcester Centrum to participate in a tobacco control advocacy training featuring “Revolution” – a group of high energy youth activists who got their start in Florida.

This training is sponsored by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, along with support from the Massachusetts Coalition for a Healthy Future. Students will participate in interactive sessions focusing on youth empowerment, advocacy, media literacy, and public speaking. In addition to this training, they will be laying the foundation of a statewide youth anti-tobacco movement. This is an opportunity for your students to develop their leadership skills and to gain important experience in community activism as they take action on a pressing public health issue.

Massachusetts has one of the oldest and most effective tobacco control programs in the country. Unfortunately, its budget has been completely eliminated. Action is still needed to protect MA kids, and we are confident that teens from across the state are ready to speak out and protect their generation.

Each day in the United States 5,000 kids under the age of 18 try smoking for the first time. Over 2,000 become new regular daily smokers, and a third will die prematurely from a tobacco-related disease. 117,000 kids alive in Massachusetts today will die from a tobacco related disease.

Your students have the ability and the opportunity to change these numbers. We would greatly appreciate your help in identifying a group of your students to participate in our Youth Advocacy Training. Students need to arrange their own transportation to and from Worcester, but the training session, meals, and all other materials provided that day are free. All teens attending the training session on March 15th will also be planning and participating in a National Kick Butts Day Event on April 2, 2003, at the State House. 

We hope your teens will be able to participate in this event, and in the fight to reduce youth tobacco use in Massachusetts.   Please feel free to contact us with any questions.
Sincerely,

Lori Fresina

Regional Representative, Massachusetts

978-694-9988

Holly Aprea

Youth Advocacy and Partnerships

202-296-5469
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